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Puppets pull strings
to beat AIDS virus

GARY FRIEDMA.H;S
iwo-meire  puppeis
"'ﬂd In:r g:
ore any-

one else in Africa

T above ¢
un:ﬂa:f “#'I the mavrﬁnn
place, health clinic or
sports siadium, the pu

ts would argue in
ocal dialect aboul sex
and the use of condoms,
while a live band played
in the background.

During the short picce
of strect Lheatre, specia-
tors would learn about
the male puppet named
Jo who slkept with several
pariners, became HIV
positive and infected his
wilie, u.rhu m tl.m'l gave
her baby the

But when jn was dyi
his family and frie
showed compassion u:
the end.

The whole thing 15
done with a touch of
dance a strong fla-
vour of humour, (o over-
come any uncom
feelings in the crowd.

Mr Friedman, a South
African who is in Penth
this week to lecture al the
first national Aboriginal
community disease con-

By MARNIE
McKIMMIE

trol conference, has
W to crowds as big as
in Africa and esti-
malcs that in the past six
I:.m a million people
ve been ex 1o the

puppets’ HI wlmmp.
He recenily set up I:%

pets A;lm:n
I.mupn in E‘lnh;dl

o Iry P"ppm
nul on Aborigines.

His work through the
small non-government
organisation, African
Rescarch and Educational

Furmtl.ry Program, targels
indigenous people but the
skin of his puppels is
grey, to show the :prnd
of the virus is
restncted by mace.

He said ll'u: pu

mutlf.?n h ot l:l'l:
they were not pan lra-
dlﬁm-ll life.

The story line was
always the same bul the
dialect and traditions
changed to accommodale
local mll.um So far the
performance had been
done in 20 languages.

TALL STORY: Gary Ffiu-::lman and hla
troupe with their puppets, Mary and Jo.



