grahamstown festival

The Argus, South Africa 16 Jul

Gary Friedman,

festival delight

DALE LAUTENBACH
in Grahamatewn

GARY FRIEDMAN has delight-
ed audiences here with his Roy-
al Puppet Company shows. He
has also apparently delighted a
number of theatre professionals
and PACT, Pacofs and Pieter
Schultz of Natal University have
invited him to perform for them
nexl year.

In addition, excerpts from his
current show will be included in
Portfolio’s look at the festival
on July 31

Friedman's Puns en Doedie
show was a different version
from the series presented in
Cape Town. Being politically
relevant satire, Friedman up-

dates the scripts constantly and
on the alternoon 1 saw the show
he also gauged the adult-chil-
dren ratio of his audience and
performed accordingly.

Puns and Doedie are a col-
oured couple: Puns is the all-
time trouble-maker and Doedie
is a [lower-seller. With quick-
witted allusions to the politics
of the day, Friedman also intro-
duces the Pime Minister, Ser-
geant Kaaskop and his green
version of ET, the CT character
who throws a spanner into the
works of a constitution based on
colour.

The adults here laughed at
the satire and the children re-
sponsed to the live-wire spirit of
the archetypal South African
figures,




